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Role of the FOPH

• Responsible for Public Health

• Develop Switzerland’s health policy

• Ensure an efficient and affordable health care system

• Protection of the consumer
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Swiss health care system; 

some key elements

• Basic health care insurance; 52 insurers in 2018

• mandatory for all inhabitants

• free choice of the insurers

• coverage is the same by all insurers 

• Additional health care insurance; 

• free to contract

• covers extra needs on individual basis 

• Costs (mandatory part): round 30 Mia CHF per year

• FOPH supervision role: only mandatory business
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Legal basis

• Supervision of health insurers (art 35, § 2 LSAMal/KVAG*)
 Obligation of the health insurers to inform the surveillance authority once per 

year

• Data from the insurers (art 28, § 3 OAMal / KVV*)
Insurers have to give the FOPH once per year on an individual basis the

following information:

• a. Age, Gender and place of residence of the insured person;  

• b. Begin and end of the insurance coverage as well as cases of death;

• c. the type of insurance coverage contracted with mention of the rate and

the franchise;

• d. extent, kind, tariff and costs of treatments of all bills (relating to the

mandatory insurance);

• e. the care provider;

• f. the amount of the out of pocket expenses collected by the insurer.

* own translation of legal text (without guarantee) 
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Data collection at individual level: 

purpose
Better information’s basis to develop and steer the health care 

system through

• Increase transparency on health care costs

• Increase data to supervise health insurers

• Data to evaluate the efficiency, the cost-effectivness, the 

fitness for purpose of health care services and products

• Data to answer questions on health economy

 Focus of the data collection: supervision 



8

Data collection at individual level: 

why?

So far: aggregated data

• Little flexibility

• Pre defined information

• Low information content

• Easy to handle

Yearly data as of 1996

New: Individual data

• High flexibility

• High information content

• Handling more sophisticated 

/ challenging

• Big IT system

• Data protection

Yearly data as of 2013
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Development

Start of project 2014 (step by step approach)

• basic data content: age, gender, place of residence, type of 

insurance, franchise, costs (total and out of pocket part), 

begin and end of insurance coverage, cases of death

• enlarged content: extent, kind, tariff and costs of treatments 

all bills, the care provider 

• Opposition of insurers since 2015

• Involvement of politicians and federal data protection and 

Information commissioner
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Available data

• Full coverage of basic data: 

2013 - 2017

• Good data quality

• Single identifier (based on 

social security nr.)

• Break in time series: 

2013 - 2014 & 2015 - 2017
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Usage

• Supervision of insurers

• Answer questions of parliament or for tasks devoted 

to the administration (e.g. regions insurance 

premiums, correction in health insurance premium )

• Some few publications
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Next steps

• Enlarged data set: 

• discussion with parliament on September 7th. 

• enlargement of data and timeline: ?

• Data linkage: 1st data linkage with SILC

• Data availability for research: ?

• Specific analysis 
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